
Tile Roofing Guide
Tile roofing isn’t just for southwestern homes, the material can be installed to give just about any roof 

a handsome appearance. Find out more about tile roofing and whether it’s right for your home and 
climate.
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What defines the perfect roofing material? Many people might 
answer that it’s any product that provides adequate protection 
for their home. While that may be fine for most homeowners, 
for others it’s not quite enough. Those discerning owners want 
a roofing material that can take their home to the next level — 
a product that has an appearance distinctive enough that it can 
set their house apart. If that sounds like your definition of the 
ideal material, consider using roofing tile on your home.

While tile was once used primarily on homes in warmer 
climates, it can now be found in just about every part of the 
country. The material is probably best known as the roofing 
of choice for homes with a southwestern, Spanish, or Italian 
exterior décor, but it can be used to complement just about 
any architectural style.

What You Need To Know About Tile 
Roofing
Authentic tile roofing is made from clay — the same material 
that’s been used to produce long lasting items such as 
dinnerware, bricks, and pottery for hundreds of years. And just 
like those products, tile roofing is available in almost countless 
styles and colors. A few of the advantages of tile roofing:

•	 Eco-friendly: The tiles are recyclable — they can be used 
as a base for roads, to produce tiles and bricks, and in many 
other products when their roofing days are over. When 
installed on a home, the material can create a thermal 
barrier that helps keep energy inside where it belongs.

•	 Cool roofing: Many manufacturers offer tile colors that 
meet “cool roof” specifications for reflecting sunlight 
away from the home. This can reduce the load on a 
home’s cooling system and result in lower energy costs for 
homeowners.

•	 Durability: Limited material warranties of 75 years and 
longer are available. The tiles may last as long as your 
home.

•	 Low maintenance: Roofing tiles are resistant to moisture 
and insect damage and don’t burn.

•	 Options: Choose from different profiles, finishes, and 
some manufacturers even have the ability to provide 
custom colors.

While all of these beneficial characteristics are important, 
perhaps the biggest advantage of using tile roofing: the 
combination of beauty and elegance the material can give your 
home.
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Is Tile Roofing Right for your Home?
Tile might be the ideal roofing material for many homeowners, 
but unfortunately it’s not right for everyone. The product has 
a few downsides that should be considered before selecting it 
for your roofing project. Here are a few to contemplate before 
making your decision:

•	 Installation: If you’re planning a DIY project, this may not 
be the roofing material for your home. The installation 
process differs enough from more traditional materials 
that even many professional roofing contractors don’t 
attempt the application. While tile can provide outstanding 
protection for your home, an improper installation is 
almost asking for water leaks.

•	 Weight: Tile shingles weigh quite a bit more than roofing 
materials such as asphalt shingles, metal panels, or wood 
shakes. In some cases, installing tile may require additional 
structural components in your roofing system to support 
the material’s weight.

•	 Cost: Tile may not be a good choice if your roofing project 
is being done on a tight budget. The material is a little 
more costly than most other types of roofing — tile can 
range from $500 to $700 per square and some styles may 
even be higher. Add in another $160 to $180 per square for 
installation and you have quite an investment in your roof. 
Pricing can vary depending on the manufacturer and where 
your home is located.

•	 Maintenance: While the tiles require very little 
maintenance, they can be cracked or broken if walked on 
without taking the proper precautions. Maintenance chores 
done from the roof such as cleaning gutters or painting 
should be done by someone experienced working on the 
material.

If you like the look of tile roofing but are concerned about its 
downsides, consider an asphalt shingle such as GAF’s Monaco 
series. The designer shingles have a limited lifetime warranty 
and can give your home the appearance of tile at a fraction of 
the cost.

Ludowici Roofing Tile Colors
•	http://www.ludowici.com  •	http://www.ludowici.com/color_choice
GAF Monaco Shingles
•	http://www.gaf.com  •	http://www.gaf.com/Roofing/Residential/Products/Shingles/Designer/Monaco/Monaco-Shingles-Features.aspx


